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gets such a majority, a second vote, called the ~ballotagey
is taken two weeks later, and at this a plurality is
enough to elect.1 Now it is clear that such a procedure
encourages each political group to nominate a separate
candidate for the first ballot. Suppose, for example,
that there are Reactionary and Moderate Republican
candidates in the field, and that the Radicals prefer the
Republican to the Reactionary, still they have nothing
to lose by running a candidate of their own on the first
ballot, for if the Reactionary can poll more votes than
both his rivals combined, he will be elected in any
event; if he cannot, he will not be elected whether the
Radicals put up a candidate of their own or not. In
this last case, the first ballot will have counted for
nothing, and the Radicals will be able to vote for the
Moderate Republican at the liallotage, and elect him
then. They are likely, indeed, to gain a positive advan-
tage by nominating a separate candidate, for if they
succeed in polling a large vote on the first ballot, they
are in an excellent position to wring concessions from
the Moderates as a price of their support.

1 Law of June 16,1885, Art. 5. (This article was not repealed by the
Law of Feh. 13, 1889.) By the same article a quarter as many votes as
there are voters registered is required for election on the first ballot.

According to strict parliamentary usage, the term battotage is applied
only to cases where, at the final trial, the voting is confined by law to the
two names highest on the poll at the preceding ballot, but the word is
popularly used for any final ballot where a plurality is decisive.

For the choice of a senator by the electoral college of a department,
the votes of a quarter of the college, and a majority of all the votes
actually cast, are required on, the first two ballots, while on the third a
plurality is enough. Law of August 2, 1875, Art. 15. The election of
delegates to the college by the municipal councils is conducted in the
same inan^er. Law of Dec. 9,1884, Art. 8.